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ORATION. 


Ninety-three  years  ago  to-day,  amid  the  throes  of 
revolution,  this  Republic  was  born.  On  the  fourth  day 
of  July,  1776.  at  Independence  Hall,  in  this  city,  was 
proclaimed  the  sublime  idea  of  man’s  capacity  for  self- 
government.  Then  and  there  began  a  new  era  for 
mankind,  which  shall  forever  perpetuate  the  day  and 
hallow  the  spot.  Up  to  that  hour  the  human  race  had 
struggled  through  ignorance  and  blood,  to  give  utter¬ 
ance  to  this  grand  idea  in  vain. 

The  statesmen  of  former  generations  occasionally 
caught  a  glimpse  of  it ;  sages  and  poets  sometimes  felt 
its  inspiration,  and  for  it,  heroes  had  often  given  up  their 
lives.  The  boasted  republics  of  Greece  and  Rome, 
never  learned  the  lesson  it  imparts.  In  Greece,  the 
tens  were  free,  but  the  thousands  were  enslaved.  The 
privileged  classes  ruled  the  laboring  people  with  unre¬ 
lenting  fierceness,  and  in  the  name  of  Liberty  and 
Democracy,  compelled  obedience  to  injustice  at  the 
point  of  the  sword.  The  splendor  of  Athens  and  the 
martial  courage  and  renown  of  Sparta,  supported  by 
slaves,  were  swept  away  by  the  Roman  deluge,  and  the 
little  torch  of  Grecian  liberty  went  out  in  darkness. 
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The  so-called  Roman  Republic,  trampled  the  rights  of 
the  people  beneath  its  feet — its  tens  and  hundreds  were 
free,  but  its  thousands,  still  slaves. 

The  Patrician  definition  of  liberty  was  power  to  op¬ 
press,  and  in  the  name  of  Republic,  they  consigned  the 
masses  to  an  intolerable  and  grinding  servitude.  When 
the  name  of  king  became  offensive  to  Roman  ears,  they 
drove  away  their  kings,  but  in  their  stead  placed  two 
consuls,  before  whom  were  borne  the  rod  and  axe. 

The  people,  however,  loved  their  country,  and  forgot 
their  poverty  and  pain  in  the  dazzling  glory  of  the 
Roman  name.  The  misery  of  the  individual  in  this 
way  contributed  to  the  glory  of  the  State.  The  gov¬ 
erning  classes  cherished  patriotism,  but  forgot  justice 
and  the  rights  of  the  individual. 

The  rich  and  powerful  did  not  regard  the  interests  of 
the  poor  and  weak.  Their  Democracy  was  a  Democracy 
only  in  name — their  Republicanism  consisted  only  in 
its  forms.  Luxury  and  venality  crept  in  and  sapped 
the  very  foundation  of  the  Reman  State.  The  people 
gradually  became  accustomed  to  oppression,  and  clam¬ 
ored  for  “bread  and  games.”  They  lost  their  self-re¬ 
spect  and  the  national  life  went  out  amid  the  jeers  of 
the  nations  subject  to  Roman  sway. 

The  Republics  of  the  Middle  Ages  shared  a  similar 
fate.  Rot  one  of  them  was  based  upon  the  the  peoples’ 
sovereignty  or  recognized  the  inalienable  rights  of 
all  men,  to  “life,  liberty  and  the  pursuit  of  happiness.” 
The  rich  nobles  and  tyranical  priests  kept  the  people 
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blinded  by  prejudice,  and  divided  into  factions,  so  that 
instead  of  uniting  their  strength  against  a  common  foe, 
they  became  mere  tools  of  party  leaders,  and  liberty 
withdrew  from  a  people  that  dishonored  her  very  name. 
All  along  the  pathway  of  history  may  be  seen  the  open 
graves  of  nations,  once  powerful  and  proud,  but  which 
perished  meanly  on  account  of  sin. 

Their  crumbling  monuments  speak  to  us  to-day. 
They  bid  this  American  Republic,  ‘  ‘  The  heir  of  all  the 
ages  and  the  youngest  born  of  time,”  to  shun  the  vices 
that  ruined  them,  and  practice  the  eternal  principles  of 
justice. 

And  how  can  we  better  improve  this  sacred  hour, 
than  in  pointing  out  to  American  citizens 

The  dangers  which  already  threaten  this 
Republic. 

It  is  usual  on  occasions  like  this  to  speak  only  words 
of  encouragement  and  hope — to  tickle  the  ear  with 
high-sounding  phrases  concerning  the  strength,  great¬ 
ness  and  perpetuity  of  our  Republican  Institutions.  Be 
it  mine  to  hold  up  before  you  the  truthful  realities  of 
our  national  life  to-day,  that  you  may  be  able  to  read 
in  the  light  of  history,  the  destiny  to  which  they  tend. 

According  to  the  principles  of  our  government,  all 
men  are  born  free  and  equal ,  and  to  freedom,  have  a 
natural  and  inalienable  right.  All  just  powers  of  gov¬ 
ernment  are  derived  from  the  consent  of  the  governed. 
The  people  are'the  only  sovereigns,  in  whom  reside  all 


6 


political  power.  The  President,  Members  of  Congress, 
.Judges  of  the  Supreme  Court,  Commanders  of  our 
Armies  and  ships  of  war,  as  well  as  their  subordinates, 
are  only  hired  servants  of  the  people,  selected  to  carry 
out  their  will. 

The  true  object  of  our  government  is  the  general 
welfare  of  all  the  'people,  protecting  each  individual  in 
the  fullest  enjoyment  of  life ,  liberty  and  property ,  in 
accordance  with  general  laws  operating  equally  upon 
all.  The  honest  founders  of  our  government  declared 
Democracy  to  be  “ justice  between  man  and  man." 

The  banishment  of  falsehood,  fraud  and  violence  from 
the  affairs  of  men,"  and  “  the  giving  to  every  man  his 
due.  With  such  principles  as  the  foundation  of  a  great 
industrial  Commonwealth,  honestly  carried  out  in  its 
institutions  and  government,  there  could  be  no  failure. 
Time  would  be  unable  to  weaken  it,  for  these  principles 
are  eternal,  and  the  structure  based  thereon,  and  reared 
in  accordance  therewith,  would  continually  grow  firm 
m  the  strength  of  immortal  youth.  All  other  nations 
might  perish,  either  by  old  age,  by  outward  violence, 
or  by  their  own  internal  vices  ;  but  our  own,  if  true  to 
these  principles,  would  endure  forever.  But  to  these 
principles  we  are  not  yet  true.  Already  great  national 
vices  threaten  to  usurp  the  liberty  of  the  people  and  to 
crush  out  the  nation’s  life.  These  may  be  grouped  in 
three  words  :  Idolatry,  Aristocracy,  Intemperance 

Long  before  the  alphabet  was  invented  the  symbols 
I.  A.  0.  were  used  to  represent  the  ChxPof  the  ancients, 
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in  his  three-fold  character,  of  wisdom,  strength  and 
beauty.  TheTetter  I.  which  afterwards  was  converted 
in  J.,  represented  a  pillar,  and  symbolized  the  wisdom 
that  stands  alone  or  self-existing.  Three  of  these  pil¬ 
lars  in  the  form  of  a  pyramid  indicated  strength,  as  ex¬ 
pressed  in  the  A.,  while  the  0.,  or  circle,  without 
beginning  and  without  end,  expressed  both  beauty  and 
eternity.  These  three  letters  formed  the  unpronounce¬ 
able  word  of  the  Hebrews,  and  was  only  communicated 
to  the  initiated  in  the  secret  societies  of  the  ancients. 
These  three  letters,  after  the  invention  of  the  alphabet, 
became  the  grand  omnific  word,  and  was  spelled  with 
three  syllables — Ad-on-es,  Jah-bel-on  and  the  Je-ho- 
vah  of  the  Israelites.  In  all  ages,  these  letters  have 
been  the  prominent  representations  of  Deity; — who  has 
always  been  a.  personality,  generally  in  the  human 
form,  possessing  superhuman  powers.  Thus  great  heroes, 
warriors  and  kings  became  Gods,  and  were  worshipped 
by  their  subjects.  At  a  later  period,  the  ruler  was  con¬ 
ceived  to  be  only  a  man  of  divine  origin  and  clothed 
with  divine  authority.  In  his  life  time  his  power  was 
absolute,  and  his  commands  held  sacred  after  his  death. 
All  titles  of  honor  were  originally  the  names  of  the 
God-king,  and  at  a  later  period,  of  God  and  the  King. 
In  the  fourteenth  century,  the  i.  was  dotted,  thus  giving 
the  idea  of  the  union  of  wisdom  with  eternity,  or  in¬ 
cluding  eternity  in  the  acts  of  time.  In  the  early  ages 
it  was  the  custom  among  all  nations,  to  deify  their 
martyrs  and  heroes  after  their  death,  to  erect  temples 
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for  their  worship,  as  Jesus,  whose  triumph  over  death 
and  the  grave  we  celebrate  to-night,  is  worshipped  now 
by  Christian  nations. 

To  Worship,  is  to  “honor  with  extravagant  regard.” 

Idolatry  is  the  worship  of  images,  or  anything  else 
than  the  true  God ;  and  in  reality,  whatever  we  love 
most  and  worship  most,  is  to  us  a  God,  whether  it  be 
fashion,  or  fame,  or  fortune ;  and  as  no  one  can  have 
any  higher  idea  of  God  than  his  own  highest  capacity 
or  capability  of  thought,  it  follows  that  each  one’s  God 
is  whatever  he  deems  the  chief  good — whether  it  be  the 
Life  Principle  of  the  Universe,  or  Mammon. 

In  this  country  to  day,  money  is  looked  upon  as  the 
chief  good.  Wealth  has  always  had  a  larger  share 
in  controling  the  destiny  of  mankind,  than  talent,  or 
learning,  or  virtue.  Money  is  power.  It  can  “  ennoble 
sots,  and  slaves,  and  cowards.”  It  is  a  substitute  for 
brains  and  culture,  and  can  buy  diplomas  and  degrees  at 
nearly  all  the  educational  institutions  of  the  land.  It 
is  a  substitute  for  respectability  and  moral  worth,  and 
enables  its  possessor  to  go  unquestioned  into  the  high¬ 
est  society. _  Even  the  churches  look  with  charity 
upon  a  rich  man’s  sin.  The  honest,  industrious  me¬ 
chanic  is  rudely  thrust  aside,  to  make  way  for  the 
rogues  and  idlers,  who  inherit  alike  the  wealth  and 
vices  of  their  ancestors.  If  money  cannot  buy  intelli¬ 
gence,  it  can  command  the  services  of  those  who  have 
it.  If  wealth  cannot  purchase  happiness,  virtue,  friend¬ 
ship  or  affection,  it  has  the  power  to  secure  their  coun- 
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terfeits.  Genteel  society  is  bankrupt  to-day  with  this 
spurious  coin !  Money  can  transform  a  fool  into  a 
wise  man — a  sinner  into  a  saint.  It  can  give  distinct- 
tion  to  a  dunce  and  secure  him  a  position  in  the  Board 
of  Control.  In  all  our  large  cities,  in  what  is  called 
fashionable  society,  money  can  rejuvenate  old  age,  and 
render  the  man  of  seventy  a  desirable  bridegroom  for 
sweet  sixteen. 

In  politics,  it  is  even  more  potential ;  it  secures  the  . 
offices  and  transforms  drunkards,  gamblers,  bullies  and 
prize-fighters  into  magistrates  and  legislators.  It  con¬ 
trols  legislation.  It  rules  party  and  the  politicians — 
Republican  and  Democrat.  Formerly,  politicians  in 
this  country  wanted  money  in  order  to  obtain  power ; 
now  they  desire  political  power  to  enable  them  to  get 
rich.  When  there  remained  to  politicians  some  slight 
degree  of  honorable  ambition  to  become  statesmen,  and 
patriotism  had  not  all  died  out,  money  was  a  mean  to 
an  end — now  it  has  become  the  end  to  the  mean.  See 
what  rings  are  formed  to  enable  politicians  to  get  rich. 
How  the  dear  people  are  flattered,  cajoled,  fooled  and 
robbed  by  the  political  gamblers  who  infest  American 
politics,  and  who  will,  if  left  to  themselves,  ere  long, 
prove  the  ruin  of  the  State.  We  are  idol  worshippers, 
and  the  politicians  are  the  priests  that  minister  to  our 
false  gods  in  the  very  temple  of  American  Liberty.  0 
for  an  Elijah,  to  influence  the  people  of  all  parties, 
whose  interests  are  one,  to  politically  slay  these  prophets 
of  Baal,  by  their  votes,  “  and  not  let  one  of  them  escape.” 
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When  we  remember  the  means  resorted  to  in  order 
to  obtain  office,  no  wonder  that  men  despising  abso¬ 
lutism  and  trampling  upon  the  doctrine  of  the  divine 
right  of  kings,  in  consequence  of  the  political  corruption 
of  our  public  men  and  the  instability  of  our  legislation, 
are  anxiously  inquiring  whether  this  government  of  the 
people  is  not,  after  all,  a  failure.  They. see  how  money 
rules  in  government — state  and  national ;  how  combi¬ 
nations  are  formed  to  bribe  the  law-making  power,  and 
the  facility  with  which  rich  corporations  buy  up  whole 
Legislatures  to  warp  the  Constitution  and  increase  their 
franchises. 

They  see  how  the  laws  are  chiefly  made  to  protect 
capital  instead  of  the  laboring  hand. 

There  was  a  time  in  the  history  of  our  Government, 
when  men  were  considered '  of  more  consequence  than 
money,  and  the  governing  party  of  the  country  declared 
that  the  laws  should  be  so  made,  as  to  protect  the  weak 
against  the  strong ;  the  ignorant  against  the  machina¬ 
tions  of  the  intelligent  ;  the  poor  against  the  encroach¬ 
ments  of  the  rich ;  and  the  virtuous  against  the  evil 
designs  of  the  bad.  Now  these  doctrines  are  practically 
ignored.  The  laws  are  made  to  favor  capital,  and  its 
accumulation  and  concentration  in  the  hands  of  the  few, 
against  the  true  interests  of  the  whole  people  and  the 
permanent  welfare  of  the  nation. 

Bad  men,  if  they  only  have  money  to  spend  for  the 
party,  are  able  to  purchase  nominations,  and  once  nom¬ 
inated,  are  sure  of  election  if  the  party  wins.  You 
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tickle  me,  and  I’ll  tickle  you,  is  the  motto  of  the  Ring. 
Send  me  to  the  Legislature  and  you  shall  be  on  the 
ground  floor  of  some  corporation,  by  which  you  may 
rob  the  people  of  their  hard-earned  cash.  Make  me 
Governor,  and  you  shall  go  to  Congress,  where  your 
opportunities  to  steal  will  be  increased  ten-fold. 

Thus,  statesmanship  is  forgotten.  Patriotism  is 
nothing.  The  interests  of- the  laboring-classes,  who  are 
always  poor,  but  always  the  most  virtuous,  are  entirely 
overlooked.  Nothing  is  remembered  but  the  most 
efficient  methods  by  which  the  people  may  be  plun¬ 
dered.  Eor  this  purpose,  truth  is  falsified ;  justice 
becomes  chimerical ;  oaths  and  affirmations  are  disre¬ 
garded  ;  principles  are  ignored  ;  the  public  treasury  is 
robbed;  all  branches  of  honest  industry  paralyzed ;  and, 
their  constituents  groaning  under  a  grievous  and  intol¬ 
erable  burden.  It  is  time  for  the  people,  like  Balaam’s 
Ass,  to  speak.  Saddled,  bridled,  rode,  whipped  and 
spurred  by  the  politicians,  they  already  see  the  ghost 
of  starvation  “  with  a  drawn  sword  standing  in  the 
way.”  At  this  present  moment,  the  laboring  men  and 
women  of  this  country  have  to  bear,  directly  and  indi¬ 
rectly,  nearly  all  the  burdens  of  the  government, 
including  the  interest  on  the  National  Debt.  What  is 
gathered  from  the  wealthy  to  increase  the  public 
revenue,  is  finally  paid  by  the  poor. 

If  the  rich  landlord  is  charged  a  certain  per  cent,  for 
his  capital  invested  in  tenements,  he  at  once  increases 
the  rent.  Thus  the  poor  tenant  pays  the  landlord’s  tax. 
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This  policy  is  applied  to  all  the  necessaries  of  life, 
which  every  poor  man  who  has  a  family,  must  have, 
and  by  it  the  rich  are  rapidly  becoming  richer,  and  the 
poor  poorer.  This  state  of  things  cannot  last.  The 
laboring  classes,  which  constitute  the  foundation  of  all 
the  strength  and  glory  of  the  State,  must  soon  become 
the  mere  slaves  of  power— licking  the  hands  of  their 
oppressors,  and  asking  for  Jiread  and  games ,  or  they 
must  unite  their  strength  against  a  common  enemy. 

Against  the  combined  power  of  wealth,  no  one  man 
can  stand.  If  he  has  the  courage  to  speak  out — his 
voice  is  drowned  amid  the  shouts  of  the  rabble,  the  paid 
slaves  and  tools  of  power,  whose  votes,  liberty,  princi¬ 
ples  and  manhood  are  all  sold.  It  is  high  time  the 
laboring  and  producing  classes  were  aroused.  It  is  time 
for  all  honest,  patriotic  citizens  to  throw  off  allegiance 
to  party,  when  corrupt  men  are  placed  in  nomination 
for  public  office.  Allegiance  to  party  then,  becomes 
treason  to  the  country  and  to  the  rights  and  liberties  of 
the  citizens.  The  burdens  of  the  government  must  be 
borne  honestly,  according  to  the  ability  of  those  upon 
whom  they  rest.  The  enormous  fortunes  that  have 
been  gathered  during  the  War — which  have  been  accu¬ 
mulated  by  the  aid  of  partial  legislation,  or  indirectly 
stolen  from  the  people,  should  bear  their  full  proportion 
of  the  public  burden.  The  men  who  have  become  dis¬ 
gusted  with  politics  should  rally  to  the  polls,  and  all 
our  citizens  who  desire  to  put  down  the  secret  and  com¬ 
bined  power  of  a  dishonest  clique,  unite  to  save  the 
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Republic  from  being  offered  a  sacrifice  to  Mammon.  If 
allowed  to  go  on,  the  venality  and  corruption  practiced 
in  both  political  parties,  will  eat  out  the  vitals  of  patriot¬ 
ism,  and  the  giant  Republic,  not  yet  a  century  old,  but 
which  has  twice  drove  the  British  Lion  to  his  lair,  and 
has  since  scattered  the  most  powerful  army  in  rebellion 
that  ever  the  nations  saw — will  perish  meanly  by  its 
own  internal  vices.  To  prevent  this,  the  political 
gamblers  who  infest  Harrisburg  and  Washington,  must 
give  place  to  honest  men — too  noble  to  ash  for  office, 
and  too  honorable  to  be  honor'ed  by  it.  The  people  must 
call  from  their  ranks  men  of  intelligence  and  character, 
to  whose  manhood  and  dignity,  no  mere  position,  not 
even  the  Presidency  could  add,  but  whose  integrity  and 
patriotism  like  that  of  Abraham  Lincoln,  would 
honor  the  highest  place. 

In  a  Commonwealth  based  upon  liberty,  and  upheld 
by  the  intelligence,  industry  and  virtue  of  the  people, 
there  is  no  danger  that  capital  or  riches,  which  are  the 
result  of  honest  industry  and  enterprise,  or  of  ingenuity 
and  skill,  will  be  unprotected  or  insecure.  So  long  as 
the  poor  man  enjoys  his  equal  share  of  all  that  belongs 
to  him  as  a  man — and  wealth  is  not  made  to  weigh 
against  his  manhood  in  the  social  or  political  scale, 
there  is  no  danger  the  many  would  ever  plunder  the 
few.  It  is  only  when  wealth  has  been  acquired  by 
dishonest  means,  when  by  combinations  and  partial 
legislation,  it  oppresses  the  poor  in  order  to  enhance  its 
own  gains ;  when  it  seeks  to  control  the  forces  of 
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Nature,  which  belong  as  a  rich  legacy  to  all,  in  the 
exclusive  interest  of  the  few;  when  it  concentrates  its 
power  to  control  the  markets  of  the  world,  so  as  to 
benefit  the  rich  at  the  poor  man's  expense  ;  when  it 
seeks  to  govern  the  price  of  food  and  the  natural  pro¬ 
ducts  of  the  earth  wholly  in  the  interest  of  money  and 
against  men,  regardless  of  the  winter’s  cold,  and  the  cry 
of  those  starving  for  bread  ;  when  in  a  Republic  like 
ours,  capital  becomes  concentrated  in  the  hands  of  a 
fewT  men,  and  they  use  it  for  political  purposes,  in  torch¬ 
light  processions,  transparencies  and  shows  in  order  to 
carry  elections  by  excitement  and  parades,  rather  than 
by  appealing  to  the  intelligence  and  virtue  of  the  people ; 
when  money  is  used  to  corrupt  the  source  of  all  political 
power,  and  by  this  means  secure  the  election  of  bloated 
sots,  and  idle,  brainless  tools,  to  offices  of  responsibility 
and  trust ;  it  is  when  such  uses  as  these  are  made  of 
riches  that  they  become  insecure.  Where  every  man 
owns  a  house,  no  one  will  scatter  fire.  And  where 
honest  industry  gives  a  fair  prospect  of  owning 
one  at  some  future  time,  the  wealthy  few  will  be  pro¬ 
tected.  But  although  in  this  country,  wealth  has  more 
power  and  is  more  respected  than  in  any  other  country 
on  the  globe,  yet  the  time  may  come  when  the  hoarded 
millions  of  the  rich  will  scatter  befor  an  enraged  and 
starving  populace,  like  forest  leaves '  by  an  autumnal 
storm. 

As  the  result  of  this  universal  greed  for  riches 
- — this  worship  of  wealth,  power  is  now  rapidly 
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becoming  centralized,  and  the  people  are  taught  to  pay 
homage  to  authority.  Office  is  Jooked  upon  as  confer¬ 
ring  new  dignity  upon  man,  instead  of  being  honored  by 
him.  The  American  people  are  eager  to  pay  their 
homage  at  the  feet  of  power.  When  a  licentious  and 
witless  youth,  heir  to  a  crown,  comes  here,  we  forget 
our  dignity  and  self-respect  as  sovereigns,  and  forthwith 
prostrate  ourselves  at  the  feet  of  expectant  royalty. 
When  a  General  has  not  been  an  actual  impediment  in 
the  way  of  the  success  of  his  brave  soldiers,  by  whom 
victories  are  always  won,  we  idolize  him,  call  him  pet 
names — a  Napoleon,  or  Washiugton,  and  nominate  him 
for  Governor  or  the  Presidency.  We  are  notorious  for 
flunkeyism  ;  converting  little  men  into  great  ones.  We 
forget  that  “  Pigmies  are  pigmies  still,  though  perched 
on  Alps,  while  pyramids  are  pyramids  in  vales.” 

This  reverence  for  little  folks,  provided  only  they 
have  wealth,  prepares  the  way  for  an  aristocracy — based 
not  on  brains  or  blood,  but  railroad  shares,  bank  stocks 
and  government  bonds. 

The  millionaires,  the  banks  and  large  corporations 
regulate  the  affairs  of  this  nation  much  more  completely 
than  the  nobility  of  the  British  Empire  rule  the  British 
Parliament.  Ostensibly,  the  people  still  elect  their  own 
officers — but  little  men  are  chosen,  and  these  the  cor¬ 
porations  buy. 

In  New  York  and  Philadelphia,  even  the  ballot  has 
already  become  a  farce.  Secret  fraud,  or  open  violence, 
contribute  to  deprive  these  cities  of  an  honest  express- 
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sj on  of  the  peoples’  will.  Republican  politicians  say 
they  must  “fight  the  devil  with  fire,”  and  thus  justify 

themselves  in  “  colonizing,”  in  order  to  offset  the 

» 

“naturalization  frauds’  of  the  Democrats.  We  think 
the  devil  understands  fire,  even  better  than  the  politi¬ 
cians,  and  the  best  thing  the  people  can  do  is  to  leave 
both  the  devil  and  the  politicians  out  in  the  cold  The 
voters  would  be  surprised  to  know  how  few  men  rule 
Philadelphia.  They  could  be  counted  on  the  dial  of  a 
clock,  one  for  every  minute,  and  not  go  more  than  half 
way  round.  Plow  these  men  marshal  their  tools  is  sur¬ 
prising  to  honorable  and  high-toned  men.  Politicians 
understand  it.  Last  month,  in  my  own  precinct,  the 
caucus  nominated  seven  candidates  in  two  minutes  and 
a  half  from  the  time  the  meeting  was  called,  and  less 
than  seven  voters  with  a  rumseller  did  the  work.  The 
men  they  nominated  represented  hundreds  of  voters. 
But  the  men  who  came  three  minutes  late,  found  the  del¬ 
egates  all  selected  and  the  caucus  adjourned.  This  city 
pays  dear  for  such  whistles.  Taxes  a  hundred  per  cent, 
higher  than  they  should  be — evidences  of  its  indebted¬ 
ness  hawked  about  the  streets  with  no  buyer,  except  at 
a  heavy  shave.  Making  huge  contracts  and  new  loans, 
with  a  secret  understanding  that  the  private  claims  of 
politicians  shall  be  first  paid,  and  the  twelve  hundred 
women,  teachers  of  her  Public  Schools,  whose  salaries 
ought  to  be  doubled  and  paid  in  gold,  are  compelled  to 
wait.  With  such  an  administration  of  municipal  affairs 
it  is  not  strange  that  so  many  business  places  are  plas- 
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tered  with.  “To  Tent,"  “Selling  off  below  cost,"  and  so 
many  substantial  citizens  are  offering  their  houses 
“Tor  Sale." 

How  meager  our  commerce.  Hot  a  single  steamer 
connects  us  with  Europe.  Our  people,  when  they  go 
abroad,  start  from  Hew  York.  Chicago,  scarcely  thirty 
years  of  age,  has  a  population  of  nearly  half  a  million. 

It  already  has  twice  as  many  rail  roads  terminating 
within  the  city  limits,  as  Philadelphia,  and  looks  for¬ 
ward  only  two  years  for  the  completion  of  a  dozen  more. 
It  is  but  justice  I  should  say,  that  for  the  gross  mis¬ 
management  of  city  affairs  our  present  Mayor  is  not  • 
responsible. 

Although  opposed  to  his  election,  his  acts  so  far  as 
they  have  come  to  my  knowledge,  give  evidence  of  a 
sincere  and  honest  effort  on  his  part  to  do  his  duty  as  a 
public  officer  and  to  protect  the  interest  of  all  our  citizens. 

In  three  things,  Philadelphia  excels  :  in  Religion  ; 
witness  our  three  hundred  and  sixty  churches  ;  in  the 
number  of  licensed  dram  shops ;  and  in  crime.  Hew 
York  is  the  only  city  on  the  Continent  that  has  any 
right  to  dispute  our  eminence  in  the  third  item.  In  this 
city  we  average  a  hundred  murderers  every  year,  and 
manage  to  hang  or  drive  to  suicide  annually,  one  out 
of  the  hundred.  Our  county  prison  contains  more 
prisoners  according  to  our  population,  than  any  other  in 
the  Union  and  in  some  parts  of  Pennsylvania  the  people 
are  not  much  behind  the  reconstructed  in  Texas  and 
Mississippi,  in  disobedience  to  law.  “  Christianity  is 
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the  common  law  of  Pennsylvania,”  says  our  Supreme 
Court,  and  to  execute  our  Christian  legislation  we  have 
a  governor  who  is  said  to  have  declared,  “  hemp  was 
grown  to  hang  men  with ,  and  I  mean  to  use  it  for  that 
purpose.  I  believe  in  rope!'  This  saying  is  popular. 
No  wonder  the  governor  is  renominated. 

Hemp  is  the  staple  of  Pennsylvania,  and  when 
twisted  into  rope,  it  becomes  the  centralized  power  of 
this  Christian  commonwealth.  This  power  noosed 
around  the  neck  of  some  poor  wretch,  no  matter  if  he 
he  insane,  with  the  governor  pulling  at  the  end,  becomes 
•  irresistible. 

It  matters  not  that  it  is  written  “thou  shalt  not 
kill;”  the  Legislature  and  the  Governor  say  with  certain 
legal  formalities,  “  thou  mayest,”  and  nine  in  every  ten 
of  the  ministers  say  amen.  I  blame  the  ministers  for 
the  reverence  paid  to  arbitrary  authority  and  the  cen¬ 
tralization  of  power,  more  than  any  other  class.  They 
teach  the  people  to  beware  of  reason ,  that  it  is  danger¬ 
ous  to  think  for  themselves.  They  invoke  the  aid  of 
the  politicians  to  protect  what  they  call  Christianity  by 
penal  legislation.  Just  as  though  the  truth  wouldn’t 
stand  alone,  but  must  be  propped  up  by  statute  law. 

Another  peril  to  the  Republic ,  growing  out  of  our  idol¬ 
atry  and  aristocratic  proclivities,  is  the  new  movement 
for  the  establishment  of  a  religion,  by  the  State. 

Our  National  Constitution  wisely  prohibits  Congress 
from  making  any  “  law  respecting  an  establishment  of 
religion  or  prohibiting  the  free  exercise  thereof!  It  also 
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provides,  that  “no  religious  test  shall  ever  he  required 
as  a  qualification  to  any  office  of  public  trust  under  the 
United  States The  founder  of  the  Christian  religion 
warned  his  disciples  against  becoming  entangled  in 
worldly  matters,  and  expressly  declared  that  his  king¬ 
dom  was  not  of  this  world.  Yet  in  spite  of  these 
wholesome  truths,  the  so-called  followers  of  Jesus  are 
now  attempting,  to  use  the  words  of  Judge  Strong,  “not 
only  to  recognize  the  Sovereignty  of  Almighty  God  in 
the  National  Constitution,  but  also  to  acknowledge  that 
He  governs  the  world  through  his  son,  Jesus  Christ.” 

At  a  public  meeting,  held  in  this  city  on  the  10th 
day  of  last  month,  the  call  of  which,  was  signed  by 
eight  Doctors  of  Divinity,  one  Ex-Governor,  two  Judges 
and  a  Bishop,  presided  over  by  one  of  the  first  legal 
minds  of  the  nation,  it  was 

Resolved:  “  That  a  national  acknowledgment  of  Almighty 
“  God,  of  His  son,  by  whom  He  governs  the  world,  and  of  the 
“authority  of  His  law,  is  clearly  a  public  duty  which  it  is 
’  “  national  peril  to  disregard.” 

Resolved  :  “  That  in  view  of  the  diffusion  of  religious  prin- 

“  ciples  and  institutions  throughout  our  country ;  in  view  of  the 
“  many  express  recognitions  of  Christianity  by  the  several  States 
“  and  in  the  administration  of  the  General  Government,  it  is  a 
“  striking  and  solemn  fact  that  the  Constitution  of  the  United 
“  States  contains  no  recognition  of  the  authority  of  God,  and  lays 
“  the  government  which  it  establishes  under  no  obligations  to 
“  obey  His  law.” 

To  me  these  words  are  both  significant  and  untrue. 
They  are  significant  of  the  centralizing  tendency  of  the 
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times,  even  in  religion — of  the  invocation  of  the  civil 
power  to  uphold  a  lifeless  form  of  so-called  Christianity, 
after  the  life  and  soul  has  left  it. 

Is  there  no  recognition  of  God  in  a  Constitution 
framed  by  the  people  to  “  establish  justice,  insure  do¬ 
mestic  tranquility,  promote  the  general  welfare  and 
secure  the  blessings  of  liberty  ?”  In  what  better  way 
can  a  nation  acknowledge  Almighty  God  than  “  to  es¬ 
tablish  justice,  promote  the  general  welfare  and  secure 
the  blessings  of  liberty,”  and  to  transmit  these  blessings 
unimpaired  to  posterity  ?  Do  these  gentlemen  expect 
to  please  Almighty  God  by  putting  mere  ivorcls  into  the 
United  States  Constitution  ?  Besides,  do  they  suppose 
that  the  matter  would  stop  with  a  mere  acknowledge¬ 
ment  of  Almighty  God  and  the  sovereignty  of  His  law, 
a  truth  no  one  will  deny  and  to  which  all  rational 
minds  assent  ?  As  well  put  into  the  Constitution  that 
the  whole  of  anything  is  greater  than  a  part ;  that  fire 
will  burn,  water  run  down  hill,  or  sin  result  in  sorrow. 

The  statement  that  “  God  governs  the  world  through 
Jesus  Christ,  His  son,”  many  intelligent  and  virtuous 
American  citizens  deny.  With  arbitrary  and  unjust 
human  governments,  they  believe  the  principles  which 
Christ  taught  for  the  government  of  each  individual 
human  spirit,  has  as  yet  very  little  to  do.  Do  they 
wish  to  have  the  doctrine  of  three  Gods,  mysteriously 
united  intone,  yet  acting  in  three  different  ways  or  per¬ 
sonalities,  called  the  Trinity,  go  into  the  Constitution 
by  a  two-thirds  vote  ?  Would  placing  any  dogma  in 


21 


the  Constitution  make  it  either  true  or  false  ?  Can 
three-fourths  of  all  the  States  or  nine  tenths  of  all  the 
people,  by  their  votes,  change  truth  into  a  lie,  or  false¬ 
hood  into  truth  ?  Besides,  what  good  would  be  accom¬ 
plished  by  legislating  in  regard  to  religious  creeds'? 
Would  they  virtually  disfranchise  all  who  don’t  believe 
in  three  Gods  as  contained  in  the  doctrine  of  the  Trinity? 

Do  they  desire  to  bring  back  the  dark  days  of 
religious  persecution,  and  have  the  battle  for  the  right 
of  private  judgment  in  all  matters  of  religion  fought 
anew  ? 

The  next  step  after  the  Trinity,  will  be  the  acknowl¬ 
edgement  of  the  spiritual  supremacy  of  the  Pope,  as 
the  regular  successor  of  St.  Peter,  and  the  visible  head 
of  the  church.  If  Protestants  have  the  right  to  put  the 
Trinity  into  the  Constitution,  shall  not  the  Catholics 
have  a  similar  right,  provided  they  can  secure  a  suffi¬ 
cient  number  of  votes  ? 

The  Roman  Catholic  church  to-dav,  is  the  most  com- 
plete  and  powerful  religious  organization  in  the  world. 
It  is  a  standing  peril  to  all  the  principles  of  a  Republi¬ 
can  Government.  Hear  the  words  she  speaks;  “Pro¬ 
testantism  has  not  and  never  can  have  any  rights 
where  Catholicity  is  triumphant.”  “  Religious  liberty 
is  merely  endured  until  the  opposite  can  be  carried  into 
execution,  without  danger  to  the  Catholic  •world.” 
“  Catholicity  will  one  day  rule  in  America,  and  then 
religious  liberty  is  at  an  end.”  “  The  very  name  of 
liberty  ought  to  be  banished  from  the  very  domain  of 


religion.”  Do  Protestants  desire  to  encourage  senti¬ 
ments  like  these  ?  The  Catholic  church  is  at  this; 
moment  rapidly  increasing  in  numerical  strength  in 
this  country.  Tt  is  pre-eminently  a  centralized  power. 
It  is  based  upon  authority.  It  controls  the  conscience. 
It  is  a  unit.  One  head  directs  its  thought.  For  its 
noble  charity  ;  its  cultivation  of  the  sesthetic  in  human 
nature  ;  its  recognition  of  the  equal  rights  of  all  within 
its  pale,  whether  poor  or  rich,  Irish  or  Negro I  honor 
the  Catholic  church. 

But  that  it  may  at  no  distant  day,  favor  a  religion  of 
the  State,  eyen  at  the  expense  of  war,  and  at  the  sacri¬ 
fice  of  liberty — there  are,  alas  !  too  many  just  grounds 
ol  fear.  Let  not  the  wedge  against  the  rock  of  our 
salvation  be  held  by  Protestant  hands,  to  be  driven 
home  at  some  future  time  by  Roman  Catholic  blows. 

If  the  American  people  are  to  decide  by  ballot,  what 
deity  is  most  worshipped  and  most  worthy  of  honorable 
mention,  it  is  doubtful  what  changes  would  be  wrought 
in  the  Constitution.  I  fear  that  instead  of  electing  the 
one,  only  and  true  Cod,  “  who  guides  Arcturus  with  his 
sons,  loosens  the  bands  of  Orion  ;  binds  the  sweet  in¬ 
fluences  of  the  Pleiades  who  feeds  the  ravens,  sees 
the  sparrows  fall,  and  sendeth  rain  alike  upon  the  evil 
and  the  good,  the  Almighty  Dollar  wTould  poll  a 
majority*  of  the  votes.  If  the  proposed  amendment  is 
to  truly  represent  the  god  most  worshipped  by  all 
classes  of  the  people,  be  assured  it  will  neither  be  the 
Cod  of  Nature,  nor  Jesus  of  Nazareth,  but  rather  a 
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golden  calf.  Instead  of  mutilating  the  Constitution, 
and  establishing  a  bad  precedent,  let  all  the  coin  whether 
of  gold,  silver,  or  nickel,  be  stamped  with  the  inscrip¬ 
tion,  In  this  God  we  tkust. 

This  Government  was  founded  upon  religious  liberty, 
by  men  who  had  suffered  persecution  and  imprisonment 
for  opinion’s  sake.  They  became  exiles  from  their 
native  land,  braved  the  dangers  of  the  trackless  ocean, 
and  the  more  appalling  dangers  of  this  Western  World, 
for  the  sake  of  religious  liberty.  Shall  we,  their  sons 
prove  recreant  to  the  trust  of  preserving  to  every  man 
the  right  honestly  to  worship  God  according  to  the  dic¬ 
tates,  not  of  Constitutions  or  laws,  but  of  his  own  con¬ 
science  ?  No,  gentlemen,  touch  not  the  sacred  charter  of 
religious  liberty  to  mould  it  to  majorities  or  sects.  Do 
not,  I  pray  you,  attempt  to  coerce  the  conscience  even 
of  a  child.  The  best  method  of  recognizing  Almighty 
God  in  the  Constitution,  is  to  preserve  it  true  to  its  broad 
liberality  in  all  matters  of  religion,  and  incorporate  more 
of  the  justice  and  wisdom  and  love  of  the  Infinite  Father 
into  your  own  constitutions  and  lives.  The  Prophet  Ha- 
bakkuk  gave  the  true  idea  of  acknowledgment  of  the 
power  and  presence  of  the  Infinite,  when  he  declared  : 
“  The  Lord  is  in  his  holy  temple;  let  all  the  earth 
keep  silence  before  him."  This  temple  is  the  human 
heart,  and  silence  its  most  potent  recognition  of  the 
authority  and  presence  of  Almighty  God. 

According  to  the  ancient  history,  of  Greece,  the  small 
island  Delos,  was  dedicated  to  the  gods  and  kept  at  all 


times  sacred  from  war.  Let  us  dedicate  our  country 
to  the  God  of  all  humanity,  by  keeping  it  sacred  from 
religious  intolerance  and  persecution,  and  protecting  all 
His  children — whether  Protestant,  Catholic,  Jew,  Budd¬ 
hist,  Mormon,  the  believer  in  Babism,  or  the  “  Poor 
Indian, 

“  Whose  untutored  mind, 

“  Sees  God  in  clouds,  or  hears  Him  in  the  wind,” 

in  the  honest  exercise  of  their  religion,  under  the  broad 
rEgis  of  our  glorious  Constitution. 

At  the  meeting  to  which  I  have  referred,  the  orator 
of  the  evening  declared  that  “  our  laws  are  the  standard 
of  right  and  wrong,”  and  that  “  a  nation  is  not  an  ag¬ 
gregate  of  individuals.”  These  sentiments  were  ap¬ 
plauded.  They  were  in  keeping  with  the  object  of  the 
meeting,  but  they  shocked  and  pained  me.  It  is  the 
tyrant’s  sentiment.  Crush  out  individuals,  or,  what  is 
worse,  their  rights,  and  he  exclaims,  “  I  am  the  State," 
Sir  William  Jones,  puts  both  the  tyrant  and  the  clerical 
orator,  to  the  blush,  when  he  exclaims  : 

“  What  constitutes  a  State  ? 

Hot  high-raised  battlements,  or  labored  mounds, 

Thick  wall,  or  moated  gate  ; 

Hot  cities  proud,  with  spires  and  turrets  crowned ; 

Hot  bays  and  broad  armed  ports, 

Where  laughing  at  the  storm,  rich  navies  ride  ; 

Hot  starr’d  and  spangled  courts, 

Where  low-brow’d  baseness,  wafts  perfume  to  pride,  . 
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No :  men,  high-minded  men; 

Men,  who  their  duties  know, 

But  know  their  rights ,  and  knowing  dake  maintain, 
These  constitute  a  State. 

“  Our  laws  the  standard  of  right  and  wrong  !” 

How  the  standard  varies  with  each  succeeding  Legis¬ 
lature.  One  year,  no  intoxicating  liquor  shall  be  sold 
on  Sunday,  says  the  Republican  Legislature.  It  is 
wicked  to  get  men  drunk  on  the  Christian  Sabbath. 
It  desecrates  the  day,  and  the  governor  signs  the  bill. 
The  Germans  must  ha've  lager  beer  on  Sunday  as  much 
as  any  other  day,  and  threaten  to  leave  the  Republi¬ 
cans  and  vote  with  the  Democrats.  The  next  year  this 
law  is  repealed,  and  the  same  executive  signs  the 
repeal.  Republicans  voted  for  it  to  keep  the  Germans 
from  leaving  the  party,  and  the  Democrats  voted  for  it 
to  keep  on  good  terms  with  the  Irish,  who  must  have 
whiskey,  so  the  “standard  of  right  and  wrong”  is  com¬ 
pletely  changed  in  a  single  year,  by  the  power  of 
whiskey  and  lager  beer. 

There  is  a  higher  standard  of  right  than  our  law¬ 
makers  can  frame.  It  is  the  law  of  God  written  on 
every  soul,  if  only  read  and  heeded. 

Another  peril  growing  out  of  our  mammon  worship, 
and  too  great  reverence  for  authority,  as  well  as  from 
the  political  corruption  of  the  present  time,  is  too  much 
legislation.  The  people  are  cursed  with  the  ever-chang¬ 
ing  statutes,  enacted  to-day,  and  repealed  to-morrow. 
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No  man  of  limited  means  is  safe  to  engage  in  business, 
for  Congress  and  the  bondholders  may  make  what  is 
profitable  employment  this  year,  a  total  failure  next. 
Thus  laws  made  by  selfishness  and  ignorance — as  most 
of  our  laws  are — to  benefit  a  few  capitalists,  some  cor¬ 
poration  or  a  party,  instead  of  being  made  to  benefit  the 
entire  people,  and  having  no  foundation  in  established 
principles,  are  only  experiments,  very  costly,  and  often 
very  dangerous  but  not  permanent. 

The  mechanic  succeeds,  provided  he  works  in  har¬ 
mony  with  physical  laws.  The  fire  engineer  must 
understand  the  nature  and  effects  of  heat  and  steam,  and 
adapt  his  machinery  to  their  laws,  else  he  fails.  Too 
much  fire,  too  little  water,  or  the  safety  valve  closed, 
and  you  have  an  explosion,  machinery  and  shop  de¬ 
stroyed,  and  the  operatives  killed. 

If  the  owner  had  not  been  given  to  idolatry,  he 
would  have  spared  an  extra  ten  dollars  every  month, 
and  have  had  a  competent  engineer.  His  greed  of  gain 
was  fatal  to  his  fortune,  and  the  lives  of  the  workmen. 
So  it  is  in  government.  The  men  you  commission  to 
enact  laws  should  understand  'principles,  the  foundation 
of  all  permanent  legislation.  It  is  their  business  not 
to  make,  but  to  translate.  The  term  legislator  rightly 
defines  his  duties.  He  is  not  a  law-maker,  for  God 
has  made  all  the  laws  of  society,  of  states  and  of  na¬ 
tions,  as  well  as  the  laws  of  the  physical  universe.  The 
legislator  is  a  law-bearer,  a  genuine  Moses  whose  busi¬ 
ness  it  is  to  find  the  laws  God  has  written  upon  stone, 
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and  coal  and  wool,  as  well  as  those  more  complex  found 
only  in  society,  and  bring  them  in  the  form  of  statutes, 
without  respect  of  persons,  to  contribute  to  the  highest 
good  of  all.  Many  of  our  laws  are  in  direct  conflict 
with  the  divine  attributes  and  the  methods  of  nature, 
which  constitute  the  divine  government.  What  else 
can  we  expect  but  suffering  ?  When  our  entire  crim¬ 
inal  code  is  based  upon  a  lie,  which  both  Christianity 
and  human  experience  condemn,  what  should  we  expect 
but  increase  of  crime  ? 

The  most  distinguished  prison  governor  in  America, 
declares  in  his  report  for  1869,  with  a  candor  that  does 
him  credit,  that  “  no  prison  system  in  America  is  re¬ 
formatory  in  fact.  It's  spirit  is  wrong.  It  is  vindic¬ 
tive,  sceptical,  partisan  and  mercenary  I  The  prisons  of 
many  of  the  states  belong  to  a  Pagan  or  Barbaric,  rather 
than  a  Christian  age.  The  true  object  of  prison  disci¬ 
pline  should  be  the  prisoner’s  reclamation.  If  this  be 
done  no  one  else  will  be  harmed  by  him.  Reclaim  all 
the  vicious,  and  virtue  will  everywhere  be  its  own  pro¬ 
tection.  Crime  is  generally  the  result  of  disease,  the 
effect  of  violated  physical  and  mental  laws,  the  roots  of 
which  extend  back  for,  generations.  Hospitals  would 
be  more  effectual  in  putting  a  stop  to  crime,  than  jails 
and  penitentiaries. 

Bight  education  will  prevent  this  malady.  Now  we 
manage  to  educate  young  children  in  all  the  large  cities, 
to  become  desperadoes.  Newspapers  illustrating  assaults, 
batteries,  and  the  higher  grades  of  crime,  are  posted  at 
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the  street  corners,  and  the  boys  and  girls  learn  from 
these  object  lessons,  all  the  different  ways  of  sin. 

Remove  temptation  from  the  weak,  and  teach  the 
people  self-government  and  get  them  to  practice  it,  and 
yon  will  need  no  arbitrary  authority  to  restrain  the  vile. 
“  That  government  is  best  which  governs  least.” 
The  more  you  surround  the  individual  with  arbi¬ 
trary  legislation,  the  more  you  obstruct  his  virtuous 
and  manly  growth.  Knowledge  of  principles  is  what 
human  beings  need.  If  a  man  has  a  disposition  to  take 
the  property  of  another  without  giving  an  equivalent, 
let  him  know  that  soon  or  late,  the  law  of  compensation 
will  compel  him  to  pay  it  all  back  with  interest,  to¬ 
gether  with  all  the  costs  of  his  self-condemnation  and 
loss  of  self-respect  thrown  in.  If  a  man  is  selfish,  edu¬ 
cate  his  benevolence  ;  if  mean,  show  him  how  noble  he 
may  become.  Instead  of  striving  by  arbitrary  author¬ 
ity  to  crush  out  the  evil  in  men,  strive  to  cultivate  and 
strengthen  all  the  good  in  them.  The  good  will  over¬ 
come  the  evil.  Selfishness  teaches  you  to  govern  not 
yourself,  but  me.  It  may  be  easier  to  govern  others 
than  one’s  self,  but  the  easier  mode  is  not  the  best. 

It  is  better  to  govern  . one’s  own  spirit  than  to  take  a 
city,  and  sometimes  more  difficult.  Sebastopol  or 
Richmond  were  more  easily  overcome.  In  this  country 
we  are  sovereigns.  Will  and  won’t  are  attributes  of 
sovereignty.  They  belong  to  us  as  individuals.  You 
have  no  right  to  impose  your  sovereignty  upon  me. 
You  offer,  I  refuse.  It  is  your  right  to  offer,  mine  to 
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refuse.  If  you  speak  or  reason  to  me,  I  listen,  but  if 
you  attempt  compulsion,  every  manly  attribute  defies 
you.  Your  reign  restricted  to  yourself,  may  be  absolute, 
provided  you  do  not  trespass  upon  the  sovereignty  of 
another.  Be  thyself,  and  govern  thyself,  but  do  not 
attempt  to  be  and  govern  me.  You  may  advise,  per¬ 
suade,  but  do  not  compel  me.  Respect  my  sovereignty. 
Self-government  is  an  absolute  right  that  belongs  to 
every  soul,  and  no  power  on  earth  has  a  right  to  usurp 
it.  If  I  am  ignorant,  teach  me  ;  if  wicked,  give  me  at 
least  the  aid  of  your  good  example.  Let  your  light 
dispel  my  darkness.  Do  not,  I  pray  you,  try  to  make 
me  see,  by  cutting  off  my  eyelids  and  then  exposing  my 
upturned  face  to  the  scorching  beams  of  the  sun.  That 
would  be  torture,  and  would  destroy  all  power  of  sight. 

Another  peril  to  the  rights  of  man  in  this  govern¬ 
ment,  is  the  contempt  almost  universally  felt  for  manual 
labor.  Myriads  look  upon  it  as  degrading,  and  prac¬ 
tice  fraud  and  crime  rather  than  work.  The  value  of 
every  man  in  society,  is  what  he  contributes  to  the 
general  good.  If  he  brings  nothing  to  community,  he 
becomes  a  parasite,  living  upon  the  labor  of  others  and 
increasing  their  burdens.  If  a  man  has  wealth  and 
leisure,  he  should  work  all  the  more.  Society  has  a 
right  to  expect  from  all  its  members  in  proportion  to 
their  means  and  opportunities.  The  Emperor  of  China 
once  a  year,  engages  in  all  kinds  of  manual  labor. 
President  Grant  would  be  all  the  better  if  he  worked 
more  and  smoked  less.  While  slavery  existed  at  the 


South,  it  was  possible  to  have  an  aristocracy,  based  upon 
money,  because  capital  owned  labor;  the  aristocrats 
were  few,  and  the  laborers,  by  whom  they  were  sup¬ 
ported,  many.  But  even  there,  it  resulted  in  disaster. 
What  must  result  in  a  few  years  in  the  North,  where 
the  would-be  aristocrats  are  legion,  and  as  soon  as  one 
gets  a  competency  he  puts  on  airs,  looks  down  on  hi® 
former  life  of  laborious  industry,  and  henceforth  becomes 
an  idler,  lives  high  and  has  the  gout.  “What  will  you 
have,  quoth  God,  pay  for  it  and  take  it/’  If  a  man 
won’t  work,  neither  shall  he  have  a  good  appetite  nor 
a  healthy  stomach.  Here  comes  in  the  law  of  compen¬ 
sation.  If  a  man  is  too  proud  or  too  lazy  to  work  with 
his  two  hands,  to  furnish  his  one  mouth  with  food, 
somebody  else  has  to  furnish  him,  or  he  starves. 

In  the  animal  economy,  every  organ  has  its  own 
specific  work  to  do.  When  the  lungs  fail  to  perform 
their  office,  the  skin  and  liver  are  overtaxed.  The 
lungs  become  disorganized  from  inaction,  while  the 
other  excretory  organs  are  diseased  in  consequence  of 
extra  work,  forced  upon  them  by  the  lazy  lungs.  The 
whole  body  suffers,  and  is  eventually  destroyed.  So 
in  the  body  politic,  each  individual  man  and  woman 
has  a  special  mission- — which  no  one  else  can  perform. 
If  they  shirk  it,  others  are  overburdened,  the  whole 
nation  suffers,  and  they  themselves  destroyed.  Because 
a  man  has  wealth,  is  no  reason  he  should  be  an  idler, 
a  spendthrift,  a  politician,  or  a  sot.  It  gives  him  leis¬ 
ure  to  cultivate  his  mind,  and  prepare  himself  for 
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greater  use  to  society — not  to  make  of  himself  an  aris¬ 
tocratic  fool,  for  the  toiling  millions  to  support.  The 
bees  drive  all  the  drones  out  of  the  hive.  Let  us  imi¬ 
tate  their  wisdom,  and  honor  labor  so  much  that  every 
idler,  whether  rich  or  poor,  will  be  compelled  to  work, 
by  the  just  pressure  of  a  correct  public  sentiment. 

“  God  of  the  mountain,  of  the  storm  1 
“  Of  the  flowers,  and  of  the  worm  ! 

“  God  of  the  darkness,  of  the  sun, 

“  Of  the  beautiful,  God  of  each  one, 

'■  Help  us  each  one  to  fullfil  his  true  mission, 

“  And  show  us  ’tis  God-like  to  labor." 

The  last  but  not  least  danger  to  th  e  Republic ,  arises  from 

the  extravagance  and  intemperance  of  the  people. 

% 

So  great  is  the  departure  from  wise  economy  in  the 
mode  and  style  of  living,  that  a  young  man  hesitates 
to  assume  the  responsibilities  of  husband,  unless  hethas 
abundant  wealth — and  the  result  is  licentiousness  and 
disregard  of  the  hearts  holiest  promptings  and  affections. 

Last  week  was  the  annual  commencement  of  the 
highest  Institution  Philadelphia  has  provided  for  the 
education  of  her  daughters.  The  appearance  of  the 
graduating  class,  should  make  all  parents  hesitate  to 
educate  the  minds  of  their  children  at  the  expense  of 
physical  life  and  power.  Pale,  sickly,  girted  until  their 
waists  were  about  the  circumference  of  a  good  sized  arm, 
destitute  of  lungs  and  diseased  from  fashion,  they  prom¬ 
ise  little  as  the  future  wives  and  mothers  of  the  repub" 
lie.  Costly  dresses  trimmed  with  pearls,  and  the  rarest 


ornaments  of  diamonds  and  gold,  can  not  equal  the 
modest  blush  of  health  on  the  cheek,  or  the  divine  radi¬ 
ance  of  truth,  intellect  and  beauty  in  the  eye  of  woman. 

In  the  United  States  there  are  fifteen  hundred  distil¬ 
leries  and  three  thousand  breweries,  in  which  are  em¬ 
ployed  thirty  thousand  persons.  We  consume  annually 
five  hundred  and  twenty  million  gallons  of  alcoholic 
drinks,  manufactured  here,  in  addition  to  the  twenty 
million  gallons  of  imported  liquors,  making  more  than 
twelve  gallons  to  each  man,  woman  and  child. 

When  so  many  persons  are  suffering  for  food,  we  use 
sixty-two  million  bushels  of  grain  and  fruits,  to  make 
this  liquid  lake  of  death.  We  have  about’ two  hun¬ 
dred  and  fifty  thousand  drunkards- — fifteen  thousand  of 
whom  are  women.  There  are  about  lour  million  males 
and  two  hundred  thousand  females,  wTho  drink  alcoholic 
liquors,  which,  after  deducting  the  sixteen  million  chil¬ 
dren  from  our  entire  population,  is  one  half  of  all  the 
male  adults,  and  one  fortieth  of  all  the  adult  females  in 
the  nation.  Intoxicating  drinks  annually  kill  seventy- 
five  thousand  persons  in  our  country,  in  addition  to  the 
untold  suffering  of  women  and  children — the  unuter- 
able  agony  of  broken  hearts  and  disappointed  hopes. 
An  able  writer  on  this  subject  estimates  the  entire  cost 
of  drunkenness  in  this  country,  to  more  than  a  billion 
dollars.* 

^Charles  A.  Story,  M.  I).,  Author  of  “Alcohol,  its  nature  and  effects,” 
published  by  the  National  Temperance  Society,  New  York,  1868.  A  work 
Which  should  be  in  every  house.  I  extract  the  following: 

Deaths  from  drunkenness,  yearly,  suicides,  400;  delerium  tremens,  600;  mur¬ 
ders  from  drunkenness,  600 ;  death  from  insanity,  caused  by  drunkenness,  3000  ; 


33 


Oh  my  countrymen  !  How  the  heart  sickens  at  the 
ravages  of  intemperance !  Who  can  look  without 
trembling  for  the  future  liberties  of  a  people  already 
enslaved  by  strong  drink?  What  patriotic  mind  can 
contemplate  without  horror  the  myriad  forms  of  mania 
and  delirium  ;  the  thousands  of  slobbering  idiots  which 
rum  has  made ;  the  tens  and  hundreds  of  thousands  of 
noble  minds  diseased  and  weakened  by  the  demon  drink ; 
the  long  catalogue  of  accidents,  calamities  and  crimes ; 
and  over  all  the  “frowning  pall  of  poverty  and  want?” 
All  this  results  from  one  form  of  intemperance.  Who 
can  calculate  the  evils  that  come  from  intemperance  in 
food  and  the  hellish  fumes  of  tobacco  ?*j*  For  intemper¬ 
ance  in  all  its  forms,  I  hold  the  women  of  the  country, 
in  part,  responsible.  Whatever  doubts  may  arise  re¬ 
specting  woman’s  true  sphere 'in  politics,  all  agree  that 
in  the  sacred  precincts  of  home  she  reigns  supreme. 
If  through  her  ignorance  or  neglect,  unhealthy  food 

from  other  diseases  of  the  nerve  and  brain,  5,400 ;  from  other  diseases  caused  by 
drunkenness,  65,000;  total  number  of  deaths  from  drunkenness,  75,000. 

Annual  cost  of  drunkenness:  Loss  of  time  and  industry,  $900,000,000 ;  cost 
of  insanity,  $36,000,000;  cost  of  idiocy,  $43,000,000;  cost  of  crime,  $36,000,000  ; 
cost  of  sickness  in  hospitals,  $10,000,000  ;  cost  of  pauperism,  $50,000,000  ;  losses 
by  accidents,  $50,000,000;  total  cost  of  drunkenness,  $1,124,000,000.  Number 
of  men  engaged  in  making  and  selling  liquors,  330,000. 

The  fourth  annual  report  of  the  National  Temperance  Society  give  the  enor¬ 
mous  sum  of  $1,483, 491, S65,  as  the  aggregate  sales  by  retail  liquor  dealers,  who 
paid  into  the  U.  S.  Treasury  in  a  single  year,  $2,966,683,73  for  license. 

There  are  said  to  be  thirty-nine  clergymen  in  the  New  York  State  Asylum  for 
Inebriates ! 

|Bishop  Janes  says,  “The  Methodists  alone,  of  the  United  States,  paid  last 
year  $2,000,000  tax  on  tobacco  used  by  them.” 

What  must  be  true  of  the  other  churches  ? 

Doctor  J.  C.  Jackson  says,  “  No  habit  of  the  American  people  is  so  destruct¬ 
ive  to  their  physical  vigor  and  their  moral  character,  as  that  of  the  use  of 
tobacco.” 
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creates  unnatural  appetites  for  tobacco  and  strong 
drink,  evil  results  must  follow.  If,  instead  of  spending 
so  much  time  in  pandering  to  fashion  and  folly — be¬ 
decking  her  person  with  gewgaws  and  paint — she  would 
acquaint  herself  with  the  laws  of  life,  and  her  own 
power  for  good,  she  would  be  beautiful  from  the  glow 
of  health,  and  material  would  be  the  changes  wrought 
in  the  appetites  and  passions  of  the  nation. 

The  question  of  woman’s  right  to  the  ballot  is  now 
engaging  the  attention  of  the  best  minds  in  Europe  and 
America,  and  like  all  other  questions,  can  only  be 
settled  on  the  principles'  of  justice.  When  one  of  the 
corner  stones  of  government  is  the  principle  that  “  all 
just  powers  of  government  are  derived  from  the  con¬ 
sent  of  the  governed,”  the  logical  conclusion  must  result 
that  in  order  to  be  held  amenable  to  laws,  woman  must 
have  a  share  in  making  them.  Her  consent  is  necessary. 
Without  it,  she  cannot  be  taxed  consistently,  for 
“  taxation  without  representation,  is  tyranny .” 

If  she  has  shown  wisdom  in  her  use  of  the  ballot  in 
the  church,  why  may  we  not  expect  the  same  good 
result  in  the  state  ?  Her  interests  are  identical  with 
those  of  men.  They  cannot  be  otherwdse.  Her  rights 
are  equal.  Of  her  duties,  she  alone,  is  judge.  By 
nature,' more  intuitive  and  spiritual  than  man,  she  can¬ 
not  but  elevate  politics  from  its  slime  and  filth  to  a 
region  of  comparative  purity.  That  she  will  degrade 
herself  in  doing  it,  is  feared  by  those  who  have  little 
respect  for  woman,  and  little  practical  faith  in  God. 
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The  hypocrites  of  old,  feared  Jesus  would  be  contami¬ 
nated  by  doing  good  to  publicans  and  sinners.  Doing 
good  does  not  injure  people.  And  if  woman  with  the 
ballot  will  help  to  roll  back  the  waves  of  drunkenness; 

take  the  elections  away  from  the  low  taverns  and  grog- 
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shops,  where  the  most  sa’cred  right  of  the  citizen  is 
sacrificed  for  drink;  and  political  power  out  of  the  hands 
of  the  vile;  let  all  the  good  unite  to  bring  about  this 
reform.  No  change  in  politics  can  make  things  worse. 
The  experiment  will  be  tried.  Let  all  the  women 
prepare  for  the  responsibilities  of  the  hour. 

Americans,  “  eternal  vigilance  is  the  price  of  liberty.” 
Great  dangers  threaten  the  Republic.  Already  do  we 
behold  the  approach  of  the  gathering  storm.  Selfish¬ 
ness  and  authority  will  struggle  to  overcome  patriotism 
and  love  of  liberty.  But  both  will  fail.  Reason  and 
conscience  will  at  last  succeed.  Above  the  clouds,  and 
beyond  the  storm,  I  see  our  country’s  banner,  the  em¬ 
blem  of  freedom,  of  justice,  and  peace,  proudly  span¬ 
ning  the  American  continent. 

“No  more  shall  her  garments  be  trailed  in  the  dust, 

“  Or  the  heads  of  her  heroes  brousht  low  ; 

“  Nor  her  glorious  flag  that  triumphantly  waves, 

“  Struck  down  by  the  hand  of  a  foe.” 

“  In  the  brains  of  men  lie  the  fire  and  steel, 

“  That  will  cleave  through  the  sinew  and  bone  ; 

“  Old  opinions  will  bend,  be  riven  and  torn, 

“  Like  trees  by  the  wintry  wind.” 

The  worn-out  monarchies  of  the  old  world,  already 


trembling  at  our  achievements,  will  fall  before  the  up¬ 
rising  of  their  oppressed  millions,  inspired  by  our 
example.  They  already  look  to  us  for  help.  May  we 
never  turn  a  deaf  ear  to  the  cry  of  struggling  humanity, 
whether  it  comes  from  the  Eastern  shores  of  the 
Atlantic,  or  from  Islands  nearer  home. 

“  Boast  not  of  Freedom  till  each  man  is  free, 

“  Free,  from  the  vices  which  have  been  portrayed  ; 

“  So  free,  that  each  shall  in  the  other  see 
“  A  brother,  sister,  (in  their  rights  protected, 

“And  dignity  upheld,)  stand  before  God, 

“  The  peer  of  every  other  in  the  land. 

“  When  all  shall  recognize  fraternal  ties  ; 

“  When  sympathy,  unstinted,  like  the  rays 
“  Flowing  from  Sol,  shall  flow  alike  to  all , 

“  Then ,  Freedom,  not  a  high,  but  empty  name, 

“  But  of  the  soul,  a  principle  of  life, 

“  Shall  bless  alike,  all  classes  of  our  race. 

“  Oh  !  then  awake  !  True  self -hood  cries  awake , 

“  Stand  up,  the  living  images  of  God. 

“  Do  justly  to  yourself,  and  brother  man, 

“  Yourself  the  first,  by  being  just  to  all. 

“  When  all,  shall  this,  by  their  example  teach, 

“  The  dome  of  Freedom  o’er  the  world  shall  rise, 

“  And  peace  and  joy  within  her  fane  shall  dwell.” 
“Our  country  !  God  bless  thee!  we  re  proud  of  thee  now, 
“  Dut  exalted  with  joy  we  shall  be, 

“  When  we  see  thee  come  forth  arrayed  in  thy  robes, 
“Thy  robes  of  true  liberty.” 


